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This year’s Covid-19 crisis has come as a big shock and each of 
us has been affected, with heart-breaking losses and tests to our 
resilience. But the risks it has posed have depended on our level of 
vulnerability: our age, our background, our health.  

When you are already vulnerable, the consequences are much 
more devastating than if you start from a position of wealth or 
strength. For instance, in Syria and Iraq, where health systems have 
been devastated by years of war. In Syria, only one in ten hospitals 
remain. Family breadwinners have left to find work elsewhere, 
leaving only one man to every seven women; the most vulnerable – 
the elderly, disabled, poor – left with little option but to stay behind.

And, of course, all Christians in the Middle East are particularly 
vulnerable because of their faith. After facing years of war and 
Islamic extremism, the church there is like a boxer who’s already 
done several rounds in the ring. They were just getting back on 
their feet, bloodied, bruised and unbowed, when yet another huge 
opponent, in the shape of Covid-19, took a swing at them.

At times like this, we may ask, “Where is God?” But the answer, I 
believe, resoundingly is: “In the church!” Our family in the Middle East 
have been able to withstand the previous rounds because we stood 
with them and God is with them. Your prayers, gifts and advocacy on 
their behalf have made a huge difference, enabling them not only to 
strengthen themselves but to show Jesus’ love to others. 

Pastor George (p6) is a wonderful champion of the gospel in 
Syria, and it is a privilege to support him and others in a land which 
so desperately needs it. They are an incentive to us, too, to be 
champions and to press on in prayer. The Lord can do amazing things 
if we will humble ourselves in this way. 

We are now four years into our seven-year global campaign, 
aptly-named Hope for the Middle East. Hope is what keeps people 
going – and knowing that you have a champion, as Job did (Job 
19:25), is what gives you hope. As our brothers and sisters face the 
next bout of challenge, let’s help them to their feet and keep cheering 
them on. The Lord is our champion, and is able to do mighty things 
through us all. He has not given up on His beloved people – and nor 
should we.
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serving persecuted 
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worldwide. 
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Nisreen is a believer from 
a Muslim background in 
Qamishli, Syria. Through 
your support, she and her 
family received emergency 
food relief and attended a 
discipleship programme. 

Find us on:

www.opendoorsuk.org

“Save us, Lord our God, and gather us from the 
nations, that we may give thanks to your holy 
name and glory in your praise”  PSALM 106:47 

Letter from Henrietta

Champion

Henrietta Blyth  
CEO, Open Doors UK&I

*name changed for security reasons

Connect with persecuted 
Christians worldwide in your    
own home. 

Around the world, thousands of 
Christians have been self-isolating for years – not 
because of a biological virus, but because their faith is 
seen as dangerous. Learn from their example with our 
range of free home resources for churches, individuals 
and families. Featuring small group sessions, prayer 
resources, videos, children’s activities and more. 

Visit www.opendoorsuk.org and click on Church at 
Home and Children at Home or call 01993 460015.

Prayer without borders
STRONG

Join our regular webinars for a special time of prayer for one another and 
for our persecuted family. Hear the latest news from persecuted Christians 
around the world and take this opportunity to learn from brothers and 
sisters who know what it is to worship in secret and often on their own. 

Webinars are hosted monthly on a Thursday from 8pm.

Find out more and register today at www.opendoorsuk.org

Help bring emergency food and aid 
to persecuted Christians affected by 
Covid-19 by doing what you love.

Do you enjoy running, walking or 
baking? Maybe your cupboards need 
a clear-out! Give yourself a goal and 
use your God-given talents to serve 
your persecuted church family. 

Choose your challenge.
Set up your page.
Get fundraising!

Find out more and register your 
challenge at 
www.opendoorsuk.org/fundraise

FUNDRAISE FOR YOUR FAMILY!
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After more than 30 years of 
Islamist rule, Sudan has outlined 
wide-reaching reforms which 
include banning flogging as a 
punishment, and scrapping of 
the apostasy law, under which 
anyone renouncing Islam would 
be sentenced to death. 

“Open Doors is deeply 
grateful for the news that Sudan 
has made these crucial changes,” 
said an Open Doors expert on 
sub-Saharan Africa. “It is an 
answer to years of fervent prayer 
by Christians around the world, 
and we applaud the government 
for showing firm intent in 

ensuring respect for the human 
rights of all Sudan’s citizens no 
matter faith, gender or ethnicity.”  

The reforms come after 
long-time ruler Omar al-Bashir 
was ousted last year following 
massive street protests. But 
the new government faces 
opposition from hardline clerics, 
who have already taken to social 
media to voice their opposition. 

Our Open Doors source 
has urged supporters to keep 
praying, as ‘radical Islamic 
elements will surely work to 
annul these important changes. 
While these amendments mean 

more freedom for Sudan’s 
Christians legally, they will 
continue to experience pressure 
from society to give up their 
faith’. 

Please pray that these 
measures will be successfully 
implemented, and that hardline 
Islamists would not be able to 
prevent the changes taking place.

Thanks to your gifts and 
prayers, over 100,000 believers 
have been given crucial 
Covid-19 food and aid in Asia. 
Open Doors partners have 
helped tens of thousands of 
Christian families, many of 
whom were discriminated 
against when official Covid-19 
aid was distributed. 

“When the pandemic began 
to hit country after country, we 
started to receive phone calls 
and other pleas for help,” the 
Open Doors director for the Asia 
team says. “Starvation became 
a real threat. If they died, the 
church in that area died with 
them. So soon the question 
became, ‘Will there be a church 
after coronavirus?’” 

‘YOU FILLED OUR KITCHEN 
WITH FOOD’ 
In Nepal, for example, lockdown 
meant that many labourers and 
other workers lost their jobs. 
And, since Christians are often 

ostracised when 
they start following 
Jesus, many found 
themselves socially 
isolated and denied 
access to public 
facilities, such as 
wells. 

“We came to 
know of many 
poor, marginalised 
Christian labourers, 
starving and in desperate need 
of help and assistance,” says 
Hiren*, a local Open Doors 
partner. He and his colleagues 
risked their own safety by 
distributing vital food aid to 
some 900 families. 

“We hadn’t got any support 
from anywhere. My family 
was short of food and I was 
struggling to feed my children,” 
said Vishal*, a local Christian. 
“This team came with love 
and compassion, and filled 
our kitchen with food. They 
encouraged us and prayed 

for us. I want to thank the 
supporters from my heart.” 

 “I want to thank the 
supporters from my heart” 

“The response in prayer 
and giving from supporters 
around the world is amazing,” 
says Open Doors’ director for 
Asia. “Thanks to Open Doors 
supporters, there will still be 
a church after coronavirus in 
many places where its existence 
was threatened.” 

*Names changed for security reasons

World Watch News

For the latest news 
and stories of 
courageous faith visit 
www.opendoorsuk.org

Christians in northern Nigeria 
are no strangers to violence 
and loss. But Covid-19 has 
added an extra dimension. 
Believers who are already 
vulnerable to persecution 
are now unable to find work, 
and when official aid arrives, 
thousands find that they are 
deliberately left out.  

Rose lives in the middle 
band of Nigeria, one of the most 
dangerous places in the world 
to be a Christian. In April 2020, 
tragically, her husband Matthew 
– a pastor – was shot dead by 
Fulani militants. 

“Villagers brought me to 
the place where it happened. I 
saw my husband lying dead in 
the grave already dug. I plucked 
up the courage to hug him. I 
whispered a prayer to him and 
then we had to leave that place.” 

Rose lost everything. And 
then coronavirus arrived which 
meant that, under lockdown, 
she couldn’t even earn money 
to buy food for her three 
daughters. 

“We couldn’t trade anything 

for money, because the markets 
were closed.”  

The government announced 
aid but - like so many Christians 
- Rose received nothing. 

“We were happy when the 
government announced food aid 
for the poor. But we were left 
out,” says Rose.  

“This support will enable 
me to care for my family.” 

Open Doors partners were 
able to bring a relief package to 
Rose. “Today, my faith in Christ 
has been strengthened,” she 

said. “This support will enable 
me to care for my family.” 

As Covid-19 continues to 
spread across sub-Saharan 
Africa, Open Doors partners 
have identified at least 9,000 
Christian families in Nigeria 
alone who do not know where 
their next meal will come from. 
Please pray for God’s protection 
and provision as they bring food 
and aid to our brothers and 
sisters. 

> You can watch a video 
featuring Rose at 
www.opendoorsuk.org  

Open Doors brings aid to thousands of 
desperate families  

SUDAN Death penalty scrapped for leaving Islam

NIGERIA

ASIA

Over 100,000 Asian Christians 
receive Covid-19 aid – thanks 
to you! 

LEBANON

Many of us were shocked and 
saddened by the devastating 
explosion in the port area of 
Beirut in August. The country is 
already on its knees due 
to ongoing political unrest, 
economic crisis and the 
coronavirus pandemic. The 
impact of this explosion will 
certainly make the situation 
worse; a lot of supplies came 

through the harbour that was 
destroyed, and not having it 
will increase food insecurity for 
everyone.  

Churches in Lebanon are 
overwhelmed but responding to 
the vast need. While the work of 
Open Doors wasn’t directly  
affected by the blast, Lebanon is 
crucial for the work our partners 
do in Syria. We are currently 

assessing the needs of our local 
partners supporting Syrian 
refugees in the region.  

Please pray for comfort for those 
who are grieving and healing for 
the injured, and ask God to give 
wisdom to local churches and 
Open Doors partners as they 
assess the needs.

Churches respond after Beirut explosion  

Rose received no food aid from Nigeria’s government

A family in India receiving aid
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Standing with your persecuted
family in Syria

MAKING HOPE
VISIBLE

Pastor George Moushi leads a church 
in Qamishli, northern Syria. You may 
remember the story of how his church 
responded when the region was 
invaded by Turkish forces last autumn, 
providing vital aid for many vulnerable 
Syrians. Many of you generously gave 
and faithfully prayed for his community, 
and your support kept them going 
as they faced a very visible threat – 
bombs, soldiers, Islamic extremists. 

Now they face the invisible threat of a 
pandemic – and the dangers of starvation,
poverty and isolation that come with it.

“Covid-19 has a big impact on Qamishli; 
normal life is almost non-existent,” Pastor 

image Pastor George 
releases doves over 

Qamishli, Syria. His church 
is a Centre of Hope for 

their community, supported 
by Open Doors
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The Syrian civil war began 
almost a decade ago. Before the 
war, there were about 1.8 million 
Christians in the country. Nine 
years later, only an estimated 
800,000 are left. Pastor 
George’s church is one of those 
that suffered losses. “Several 
equipped people left,” says 
George. “Several people who, at 
some point, were leaders.”

Your prayers, gifts and 
petitioning during Open Doors’ 
ongoing Hope for the Middle East 
campaign meant believers could 
begin returning to their homes 
in Syria and Iraq, keen to rebuild 
their families, communities and 
livelihoods. The crisis in northern 
Syria last year and the ongoing 
impact of the pandemic have 
been severe obstacles to that 
journey back to normality.

But Pastor George is an 
Open Doors partner, trained 
through an Open Doors 
discipleship programme, and 
your support has enabled him 
and his church to support the 
local community through dark 
and difficult years. “The church 
in Qamishli started relief work 
in 2012,” says George. “It started 
relatively small, with just a 

handful of packages. Later we 
got more connections, we got 
support from Open Doors, and 
we helped more.” 

Pastor George’s church is 
a Centre of Hope, and has been 
able to give food, medical help 
and financial support over the 
past eight years, adjusting the 
aid given to the context and need 
that he sees every day.

And they don’t just help 
fellow believers. They know 
that visible, tangible support 
is a powerful way to show 
God’s love. “Through our relief 
programmes, we tried to build 
relationships with people, 
opening doors for them to 

know Jesus. The best hope 
we can offer is the hope that 
Jesus Christ offers.” People 
were helped with no conditions 
attached. “But we offer always 
the message of Jesus too, 
depending how open the door 
was. We didn’t only want to fill 
the stomach of the people.”

CHURCH GROWTH
Because of this loving outreach, 
God hasn’t only blessed the 
church with food and money. 
Wonderfully, despite Christians 
leaving the area, Pastor 
George’s church has grown!

“Members left but, of course, 
God did not leave us,” says 
Pastor George. “A lot of people 
accepted Christ and were added 
to the church. Although the war 
was so awful, God turned ashes 
into beauty – a lot of people 
came to Christ. 

“The war made people 
think about their life. They think 
‘Where will I go after my death?’ 
It made people from a Muslim 
background question their faith. 
When the church started visiting 
them, they began to understand 
about God’s love. We show them 
that God is love and that God 
loves people. People hear the 
Word of God and we know that a 
Word of God will not return void. 
Some came to faith and they 
now come to church.” 

THE COST FOR CONVERTS
Life isn’t easy for Syrian 
believers from a Muslim 
background. About 30 per cent 
of Pastor George’s church, 
now, are Christians who have 
converted from Islam, and are 
among the most vulnerable to 
persecution.

“When a Muslim becomes 
a believer, of course they 
are persecuted,” says Pastor 
George. “Jesus said that in 
the world we will have a lot 
of trouble. When a Muslim 
becomes a Christian, they face 
persecution from their family, 
because Islam forbids a Muslim 
to become a Christian.”

Pastor George has seen 
astonishing courage from 
new believers in his church. 

George explains. “The number 
of poor people has increased. 
Especially those people who 
are daily labourers who, if they 
don’t have work today, receive 
no wages. The need to provide 
for their family members and 
especially their children is 
bigger than ever. Due to the 
restrictions that prevent the 

virus spreading, the damage 
is huge for those families who 
were already needy in Qamishli.”

That’s the situation in 2020. 
Covid-19 has affected almost 
every community in the world, 
one way or another. If it’s not 
the spread of the virus causing 
devastation, it’s the measures 
to prevent the spread. In the UK 

and Ireland, we have furlough 
schemes. In Syria, people who 
lose their jobs simply face 
destitution. And that’s on top 
of the persecution Christians 
already face.

But that’s not where the 
story started for Pastor George 
and his church.

2011
Civil war

“The best hope we 
can offer is the 
hope that Jesus 
Christ offers”

These Christians from Muslim 
backgrounds are well aware 
of the dangers, but still choose 
Jesus. Pastor George continues: 
“They are not afraid to be 
killed. A lot of them openly 
declared their faith, though 
they knew they might lose their 
inheritance, their properties, 
they might be threatened.” 

And it isn’t just threats. 
“Some were beaten because 
of their faith. In one family, 
the parents threatened to kill 
the new believer. Because of 
that, the person had to flee. 
But they stayed firm in Jesus. 
Persecution leads to believers 
who abide more in God. They are 
ready to die for Jesus.” 

ALYA’S STORY
One of those believers from a 
Muslim background is Alya*. 
She, her husband and their 
five children fled Deir Ez-Zor 
in 2012, because of Syrian 
rebels. They were in Raqqa 
for two years when so-called 
Islamic State (IS) claimed it as 
their capital. Alya’s family were 

all Muslims, but this wouldn’t 
protect them.

“We saw a lot of terrible 
things,” says Alya. “One day I 
was heading to a shop, and they 
were beheading people.” Some 
of Alya’s memories are too 
distressing to share. Worst of all 
for her family, one of her sons 
went missing. They only found 
out seven months later that he’d 
died in a bus bombing.

The tipping point came in 
2016 when an IS soldier came 
to the house to complain that 
their daughter had been seen 
at school without being fully 
covered in the mandatory black 
robes. “They said we should 
bring our daughter to them the 
next day,” says Alya. “They would 
have given our daughter to one 
of their men; she would have 
become one of their slaves.”

A SERENDIPITOUS MEETING
Alya knew they couldn’t stay. 
They fled to Qamishli. At the 
airport, their baggage didn’t 
arrive. A nearby man noticed 
the family’s panic and offered to 

help. Alya didn’t know whom to 
trust, and so declined – but did 
take his business card. It read: 
Pastor George Moushi.

A few weeks later, Alya 
wasn’t coping. She had been 
propositioned by a potential 
landlord, and the episode 
upset her so much that she 
had to go to hospital. And she 
remembered the business card. 
She phoned the number on it.

“Yes, of course I can help,” 
was the response she heard. 
Soon, Pastor George had 
arranged a house for the family 
to move into. 

“When we were in that 
house, I was in peace,” Alya 
says. “I saw the pastor was an 
honest man, and I wanted to 
know more about that church. 
So I went for the first time to a 
church service. The preacher 
spoke about forgiveness. It 
made me cry.” Pastor George
 was preaching from Matthew 
5:39: “If anyone slaps you on the 
right cheek, turn to them the 

*name changed for security reasons

HOPE FOR THE MIDDLE EAST

Nisreen (centre), a believer from a Muslim background, worships at Pastor George’s church. She and her 
family received emergency food relief and discipleship training thanks to your support
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“Thank you for your help to 
make that possible,” says Pastor 
George to Open Doors supporters. 
But his message is simple: 
“Please continue to help us.”

Open Doors partners in 
the Middle East, like Pastor 
George, had intended to start 
scaling back emergency food 
distribution in 2020. The focus 
was going to be on rebuilding 
and activities that promote 
self-sufficiency. Covid-19 has 
changed all that. But, again, Open 
Doors’ long-term presence in the 
country, and God’s faithfulness 
over many years, means that 
local partners are able to 
escalate plans to meet the new 
need caused by the virus.

Religious ministers have 
been exempt from travelling 
restrictions in Syria throughout 
the crisis, so Pastor George 

is able to distribute aid to 
vulnerable members of his 
church like Alya – and to people 
outside it. “When we saw the 
increased need, we restarted 
relief distribution,” he says. “We 
gave people food and detergent 
coupons. Our church saw that 
now was a time to stand by the 
people, support them and show 
Jesus’ love in difficult times.”

PEOPLE ARE HUNGRY
The widespread need is clear. 
“People are hungry,” says 
Pastor George. “Some called 
me crying because they have no 
food for their kids and families. 
Especially displaced families 
who have no relatives here, so 
they can’t even ask to borrow 
money from anyone, just to 
keep them alive. I see men, 
women and children crying of 
hunger. It’s tragic. We’re in 
dire need of funds to support a 
larger number of families.”

With your support, 
churches like Pastor George’s 
can make hope visible in the 
Middle East. Relief projects 
will build resilient families and 
communities, enabling believers 
to shine Christ’s light into the 
region. Pastor George and 
other Open Doors partners will 
still be in Syria long after this 

crisis is over, responding to the 
needs they see, welcoming new 
believers into the church, and 
building a strong community 
of Syrians making Jesus’ love 
visible to their neighbours. 

Please pray
• For God’s provision for Syrian 

Christians who urgently need 
food and aid

• For protection for believers 
from Muslim backgrounds 
who face persecution

• That Pastor George and his 
church can bring hope and 
love to their community.

Please give

Every £49 could provide a 
monthly food relief pack for a 
persecuted family in Syria 

Every £60 could contribute to 
medical care for a believer in 
Syria

Every £72 could provide clothes 
and blankets to help a family 
survive the upcoming winter.

You can make a gift at 
www.opendoorsuk.org

    

Please speak out 

Ask your MP to save the date for 
the parliamentary World Watch 
List launch in January 2021. The 
event will highlight how Covid-19 
has exacerbated the existing 
vulnerabilities many persecuted 
believers face and the unique 
role played by local church 
leaders, like Pastor George, in 
responding to such crises. 

Keep standing up for vulnerable 
Christians in Syria and across the 
world who are #TheLastInLine: 
post a picture of yourself with 
an empty bowl and a cross on 
social media, tagging your MP, @
opendoorsuk and #TheLastInLine 
Take action today at www.
opendoorsuk.org/advocacy

other cheek also.”  

REAL TREASURE
Alya was curious. She went to a 
mid-week Bible study. As Pastor 
George and his wife explained 
more about the Bible, they 
also showed the love of Jesus 
practically, Alya remembers. 

“They were helping me, asking 
me how I was doing, taking care 
of me. The church felt like one 
big family.”

Alya received an audio 
Bible, because her reading isn’t 

strong. The more she heard, 
and the more she tried praying 
to Jesus, the more she saw 
God was working in her life. 
“I started to see that it wasn’t 
by accident that we came to 
Qamishli. Jesus wanted me to 
be in that place.”

She became a Christian 
– and her brother cut off 
financial support. Now they are 
supported by Pastor George’s 
church, and thus by Open Doors 
supporters. “I said to God: 
‘Now you are responsible for 
me. As your child, I only have 
you,’ “ she says. “Jesus Christ 
is helping us. Without the help 
of God and of the church, we 
would have nothing. I became 
so rich because I found the real 
treasure, a treasure I didn’t 
have before.”

Many other believers from 
a Muslim background, like 
Alya, were cut off from their 
families and communities in 
Qamishli when they chose to 
follow Jesus. This economic 
persecution makes them very 
vulnerable, but they have a new 
family in Pastor George’s church 
– and a new worldwide family 
of fellow believers supporting 
them in times of need.

One such time of need 
came in October 2019, when 
Turkish armed forces began 
bombing the region. “A lot of 
bombs fell on our city,” Pastor 
George remembers. “People 

were killed or injured; houses 
and shops were destroyed. 
There was a lot of fear that the 
Turkish army would enter our 
city.” Because your prayers and 
gifts have enabled Open Doors 
to stand with Pastor George’s 
church for almost a decade, they 
were fully equipped to respond 
immediately.

“We visited families and 
encouraged them,” says Pastor 
George. “We offered cash 
support and gave them coupons 
for food. Some of the displaced 
families came from other places 
to Qamishli, and they only had 
the clothes they were wearing 
when they fled. We helped 
them with warm clothes. How 
could we show the love of God 
to them, if we didn’t meet their 
most basic needs?” He quotes 
James 2:15-16: “Suppose a 
brother or a sister is without 
clothes and daily food. If one 
of you says to them, ‘Go in 
peace; keep warm and well fed,’ 
but does nothing about their 
physical needs, what good is it?”

2019
Emergency 
in Qamishli

“Without the 
help of God and 
of the church, 
we would have 
nothing”

2020
A new crisis

2016 
Hope for the Middle 
East campaign 
launched to help 
the church in Syria 
and Iraq survive the 
attempts of Islamic 
extremists to destroy 
it 

2017 
Over 800,000 
supporters sign 
the Hope for the 
Middle East petition, 
presented at the UN 
by Noeh, a young boy 
from Iraq 

2016- 2018 
Over 30,000 families 
in Syria and Iraq 
receive life-saving 
food and aid

2018 
Over 1,000 Iraqi 
families helped to 
return to their homes 
in the Nineveh Plains 

2018-2019 
16 Centres of Hope 
are opened across 
Syria 

2019 
Open Doors provides 
emergency aid for 
Christians displaced 
by Turkish incursion 
in northern Syria 

2020
You can help Syrian 
Christians survive 
the Covid-19 crisis

Your support has kept 
hope alive for Christians 
in Syria and Iraq through 
years of war and 
persecution. Thank you! 

HOPE FOR THE MIDDLE EAST

Emergency relief is distributed from the Centre of Hope in Qamishli
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Dalia has known persecution for 
as long as she can remember. 
In 2006 her uncle was brutally 
murdered by Islamic extremists. 
Eight years later her family’s 
survival was threatened again 
when news came that so-
called Islamic State (IS) was 
approaching Dalia’s town on the 
Nineveh Plain. Overnight the 
family fled. “I remember being 
so anxious,” she says. “We left 
our house that we had spent 
years building and ran into the 
unknown, with not much more 
than the clothes on our 
backs.” 

Unlike many Iraqi 
Christians, Dalia’s family 
chose to return to their village 
in the Nineveh Plain in 2017. 
She found it a different place. 
Buildings had been burned, 
walls pulled down – her 
own home was looted and 
daubed with IS slogans. “I 
felt like a stranger, as if I 
didn’t belong to this place. It was 
excruciatingly painful.” 

Dalia needed something 
to restore her self-confidence 
and strengthen her faith, and 
the ladies around her needed it 
too, so they decided to act. “We 
thought, what is a better place to 
gather than the church, and what 
better place to find hope than in 
the Bible?” 

“I FEEL THE HOLY SPIRIT IS AT 
WORK IN US”
With your support, Dalia 
received training in women’s 
ministry, as part of our drive 
to empower churches in Iraq 
and Syria to become Centres 
of Hope. These churches meet 
local needs, whether that’s 
discipleship and leadership 
training, or trauma care and 
microloans to help rebuild lives.

Dalia says: “The trainers 
taught us how we could present 
Jesus to the women of our 
village, how to serve them in 
love, communicate with them 
wisely and transmit hope.” 
Soon she was organising Bible 

studies for up to 150 women. “I 
feel the Holy Spirit is at work in 
us during the meetings; it’s such 
a joyful feeling. When I hear that 
a woman is preparing the Bible 
study at home, together with 
her husband and children, that 
really makes me happy.”

Women of all ages are 
part of the group. Sarwa (30) 
has grown in confidence since 
attending. “The women’s 
ministry has broadened my view 
and changed the way I think,” she 
says. For Samera in her fifties, 

it’s an opportunity to grow: 
“Through these gatherings we 
educate and develop ourselves. I 
always talk about what I learned 
with my daughters, neighbours 
and friends.”

In their group photos the 
women are all smiles, but 
further difficulties may be near.  
“My daughter studies in Mosul, 
where kidnaps and explosions 
happen often,” says Dalia. “Our 
bags are always packed, just 
in case we have to flee for our 
lives again.”

Covid-19 has added to the 
uncertainty. Dalia’s church 
recently closed and activities 
moved online. Doing Bible 
studies at home is not common 
here, but the women have 
embraced the ‘new normal’. 
They particularly benefit from 
the support of Open Doors 
partners. “The local workers 

are a great support for us, 
financially, as well as morally. 
And without that support we 
wouldn’t be able to continue our 
work,” Dalia says. 

OPEN DOORS UK&I SIGNS THE 
CALL TO ALL CHRISTIANS
Dalia’s story is a shining 
example of what Open Doors 
wants to do through the See. 
Change. Campaign – to empower 
women to fulfil their God-given 
potential. Our commitment 
to this has led us to sign the 

Call to All Christians. 
This declaration from the 
World Evangelical Alliance 
Women’s Commission and 
the Lausanne Movement’s 
Women in Evangelism 
network, calls on all 
Christians to broaden 
their awareness of gender 
inequality within the 
church and of the violence 
perpetrated against women, 

and to commit to specific actions 
to restore God’s intention for all 
people. You can download the 
Call at www.riseinstrength.net

We’ll be looking to more 
closely align our work with the 
Call, so that more women like 
Dalia are equipped to take up 
leadership positions. Open Doors 
partners in Iraq are making 
good progress: 16 Centers of 
Hope currently have a women’s 
ministry (Dalia’s church is one). 
Our vision for 2020 is to equip 
women in at least six more. Help 
us bring hope and opportunities. 
Visit www.opendoorsuk.org/
seechange to see change for 
more women like Dalia.

PRAY
• Thank God for Dalia and 

other courageous women 
• Ask that He will continue to 

multiply their work.

Every woman who is persecuted for her faith and gender 
should be seen, valued and empowered to reach her 
God-given potential. That’s our vision at Open Doors and, 
thanks to your support and prayers, it’s becoming a reality 
for women like Dalia from Iraq, a woman of remarkable 
spiritual strength and fortitude who is called to serve the 
church in one of the most difficult places on earth. 

Leading
the change

Could you pray regularly for your persecuted sisters around the 
world? Each issue of Open Doors’ Prayer Diary features a week 
of prayer for our persecuted sisters.
Go to www.opendoorsuk.org/pray to find out more

Watch a moving
 film about Dalia’s 

ministry at 
www.opendoorsuk.org

PERSECUTED WOMEN   SEE.CHANGE.
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SHARING CHRISTMAS WITH OUR 
PERSECUTED BROTHERS AND SISTERS

It’s often said that Christmas is a time for family. But where do you go to if your family 
have rejected you? And how do you celebrate Christmas if your whole village is against 
you? That’s what Finding Family – our new resource for Christmas – is all about. 

Badol’s* family are one of only 
a handful of Christian families 
in their village in Bangladesh. 
“I face a lot of pressure,” 
he says. “People don’t want 
to talk to us, I have to go 
everywhere alone – it’s very 
lonely.” Even some of their 
own family have shunned 
them: his wife’s parents are 
Muslim and cut off all ties 
after she came to faith.

Sometimes his 10-year-
old daughter Bijli* 
comes home crying 
from school. 

“At school,” she 
explains, “some 
friends push me and 
make me cry.” When 
her mother asks her 
why they do this, she 
says, “Because I am a 
Christian.”

A CHALLENGING 
CHRISTMAS 
Covid-19 has made gathering 
together as Christians 
challenging for us here in the 
UK and Ireland. But it’s also 
a reminder that gathering 
together is a challenge for 
persecuted Christians all 
the time. And especially at 
festivals like Christmas. 

For Bijli and her family, 
celebrating Christmas in their 
village is impossible. “We 
can’t celebrate… in the village 

because of the restrictions 
and fear of persecution,” 
Badol says.

So, he and his family 
were invited to join a different 
Christmas celebration last 
year, one arranged by Open 
Doors partners for around 
100 Christian families from 
isolated rural communities. 
They were all believers from 
Muslim backgrounds and for 
some it was not only the first 

time they had ever properly 
celebrated Christmas, but 
the first time that they had 
ever met with so many other 
believers. 

Being able to connect 
with other Christians in this 
way means the world to our 
persecuted family. As Bijli 
says, “I want to give thanks 
to all of my uncles and 
aunts around the world who 
organised this programme.”

FINDING FAMILY FOR 
CHRISTMAS 
Last year thousands of 
you used our Signs of Hope 
resources during your carol 
services or while out carol 
singing in the community. 

This year’s Christmas 
service sheet – Finding Family 
– focuses on families who 
face ostracism and exclusion 
because of their faith. As well 
as the words of traditional 

carols, this resource 
contains inspiring 
stories of persecuted 
Christians, and 
explores the difference 
that finding your new 
family in Christ makes 
to believers’ lives. 

Finding Family will 
be available in both 
printed and digital 
versions. Of course, 
none of us knows what 
Christmas is going 

to look like this year. But 
whether we can actually hold 
a traditional carol service, or 
whether we all have to Hark 
the Herald Angels online, there 
is a version available for you. 

And along with the 
Christmas service sheet there 
will be downloadable videos, 
Bible readings, prayers and 
advent resources to help you 
connect with the persecuted 
church during the Christmas 

period. Be sure to check out 
our website for all the details. 

CELEBRATING TOGETHER 
Badol lost his job during 
lockdown. And, because of 
his faith, he and his family 
were passed by when the 
government distributed 
support. 

Thanks to your support, 
though, he had his Open Doors 

family to help. Open Doors 
partners stepped in to provide 
the family with emergency aid. 
Badol says, “For the first time, 
I received relief. I am very 
happy.” 

For persecuted Christians 
around the world, ‘family’ isn’t 
just a nice metaphor. It’s a 
living reality. They need a new 
family. They need people to 
care for them, support them, 

pray for them, celebrate with 
them.

We can be that family 
for them. Wherever we are 
this Christmas, and however 
we are celebrating, let us all 
do it together. Because, at 
Christmas, we all need to find 
our family. 

*Name changed for security reasons

FINDING FAMILY - The Open Doors Christmas Service Sheet 2020
Order your free copies of Finding Family. Each sheet includes:

Christmas Bible readings and prayers
Inspirational stories of how persecuted Christians celebrate Christmas and find 
strength together
Lyrics to some of the best loved carols, including O Little Town of Bethlehem, 
Silent Night, Once in Royal David’s City and more.
Available as printed sheet and digital download 

Order as many service sheets as you need at www.opendoorsuk.org or call Inspire 
on 01993 460015.

NEW CHURCH RESOURCE!

Badol, with his daughter Bijli
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WORLD WATCH LIST FOCUS  #37 Brunei

As the only Christian in her 
school, Elora was constantly 
bombarded with questions from 
both her fellow students and 
her teachers. “Why do you want 
to be a Christian? Why is being 
a Christian so important to 
you?” But even then, Elora was 
resilient – thanks to the firm 
foundation she received from 
her parents and her church.

She nearly lost her footing 
when, at university, she pursued 
a relationship with a Muslim 
man; after wrestling with God 
over the relationship for a year, 
she eventually broke it off. “So 
many tears were shed in that 

year,” she said. “But that year 
was the year I truly encountered 
the love of Christ.”

Elora was not alone in her 
struggle – many young adults in 
Brunei face similar situations. 
All too often, young Christians 
will give up their faith and 
convert to Islam to marry their 
Muslim spouse – a necessary 
requirement to marry a Muslim 
in Brunei. But that is not the 
only challenge believers face.

‘GOD ISN’T ANY LESS GOD IN 
THE SHADOWS’
Brunei, which is number 37 
on the Open Doors World 

Watch List, is a very small 
country, but it is an absolute 
monarchy. Conversion from 
Islam is illegal, and believers 
from Muslim backgrounds 
come under intense pressure 
to return to their original faith. 
Sharia (Islamic law) was fully 
implemented in the country 
in April 2019; under these 
laws, sharing the good news of 
Jesus with anyone outside of a 
church is completely forbidden. 
The sultan, who is seen as the 
protector and defender of the 
Muslim faith, has the power to 
close any existing church at any 
time.  

Since the introduction of 
Sharia, Elora has noticed the 
passionate faith of her Christian 
friends cool out of fear.

“Believers are not willing to 
take risks,” she says. “Parents 
choose not to send their 
children to public church events 
either. Some of my friends have 
even said that they don’t see 
a place for themselves in the 
church anymore.” 

One church pastor in Brunei 
laments that if the church 
cannot share the 
gospel, it will 
die within one 
generation. 

But the faith, 
hope and love 
of Christ are not 
easily extinguished 
– they are kept 
alive through 
perseverance in 
prayer. 

An Open Doors 
partner, Lisa*, had 
the chance to go 
into Brunei before lockdown 
as part of a small team to pray 
and meet with church pastors, 
leaders and other believers, 
including Elora. 

Lisa noticed distinctive 
differences in the atmosphere 
in Bandar Seri Begawan, the 
capital city, during the day 
and the night. In the daytime 
there was a sort of artificial 
peace – “Like the feeling you 
get when someone puts on a 
smile, but you know that on the 
inside, they’re not alright,” she 
explained.

At night, the city was very 
dark, with very few lights. “But 
one thing was well lit up – the 
mosque. It was the centre of 
attention,” she said.

It was then that Lisa was 
reminded of Jesus’ words in 
Matthew’s Gospel: “You are 
the light of the world. A city 
on a hill cannot be hidden.” 
(Matthew 5:14) She then prayed 
quietly, “Awake! Awake, oh city 
of Brunei, for God isn’t any less 
God in the shadows!”

GOD IS MOVING IN BRUNEI
Lisa wasn’t the only one who 
prayed that prayer that night 
– the whole team who came to 
Brunei felt the same. They were 
able to encourage Elora, saying 
that God is doing something 
significant among the believers 
of Brunei. There is still hope. 
The Lord can do all things, 
and no purpose of His can be 
thwarted (Job 42:2). Standing 
firm on Christ’s foundation 
may not look or feel the safest 
place to be – but it is the only 
ground which will not topple or 

crumble when the 
waves of oppression and 
opposition come against 
us.

Elora currently serves 
the young adults in her local 
church. She is passionate about 
teaching them to listen to the 
Holy Spirit and treat everyone 
with kindness. “My heart 
beats faster when it comes to 
Brunei,” she says. “There is a 
burden I can’t explain. Pray for 
the salvation of the people of 
Brunei. Pray for the sultan, the 
governments and authorities of 
this country as well. Please pray 
that the glory of God will shine 
in Brunei.”
*Name changed for security reasons

Has Elora’s story inspired you to grow deeper in your 
faith? Do you want to connect with the persecuted 
church around the world? Download our Secret Church 
resource, where you can experience something of the 
underground church in your own home, with exciting 
activities and session plans for all ages. Find out more 
and download today at www.opendoorsuk.org/resources

STANDING FIRM IN YOUR FAITH IN BRUNEI

Like a city on a hill
(left) A mosque in 
Bandar Seri Begawan, 
Brunei’s capital 
(above) A worship 
service in Brunei

EXPLORE THE UNDERGROUND CHURCH – AT HOME  

Have you ever walked into the ocean, towards the 
horizon, feeling the waves break against you as they race 
towards the shore? Going against the grain and standing 
your ground in your faith can be wearying – especially if 
the pressure to change and follow the crowd is coming 
at you from all directions. For 25-year-old Elora*, a 
Christian from Sharia-governed Brunei, this pressure – 
to renounce Christ and turn to Islam – has been rising 
since her schooldays. But her faith in God has won out 
over the years and become stronger. 
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Persecution. Poverty. Pandemic. 
In a year unlike any other, the 
persecuted church has been 
pushed to the limit. But despite 
danger and discrimination from 
so many directions, Christians 
are courageously following 
Jesus around the world – and 
God is continuing to grow His 
church. Sadly, we can’t meet 
together in person this year, but 
we are delighted to announce 
that we will be bringing you an 
equally inspiring and faith-
building evening of encounter, 
through Standing Strong Online!

On Saturday 3 October, 
we invite you to join us – and 
thousands of believers from 

across the UK and 
Ireland - for one 
evening with our 
extraordinary family to 
celebrate one faith, one 
hope, one Lord.

ONE FAITH
What’s happening to 
the church in Syria, 
China and Nigeria? How 
are Christians coping 
with Covid-19? These 
countries have been hitting the 
headlines in 2020, but it’s rare 
to find the media reporting on 
persecution against Christians 
or the part it plays in world 
events. At Standing Strong 

Online, however, we will 
bring you the latest news 
on what’s happening to 
our brothers and sisters 
in these hotspots, through 
interviews with church 
leaders and footage direct 
from our partners around 
the world. 

ONE HOPE 
Covid-19 has had a 

massive impact on the lives of 
everyone around the globe, but 
for those already vulnerable 
through persecution, it has had 
devastating effects. At Standing 
Strong, we’ll look at the reasons 
why Christians are suffering, 
and share the amazing story 
of how your gifts and prayers 
have enabled Open Doors to 
provide over 100,000 believers 
with a lifeline of support. You’ll 
also be able to hear from 
supporters how connecting with 
their persecuted family during 
lockdown has impacted their 
own faith, and inspired them to 
get creative in raising funds for 
the persecuted church.

“It was very powerful 
and impactful having 
video and audio from 
our persecuted brothers 
and sisters – made it 
very ‘real’ for me” 
ATTENDEE AT STANDING  
STRONG  WEBINAR

ONE LORD
This year has been challenging 
for us all – but, through 
our persecuted family, we 
are reminded that nothing 
is impossible for God and 
that, through pandemic and 
persecution, Jesus is still 
Lord. He is alongside us in our 
suffering, with us as we step 
into the future, and among us 

as we gather in His name. 
So join us on Saturday 3 
October as we pray, learn 
and worship together 
with our persecuted 
family – and find out how 
their courageous faith can 
strengthen us all. 

ONE MORE THING…
The great thing about Standing 
Strong Online is that there’s no 
limit to how many can join in! 
So, if you have friends, family 
or neighbours who need a little 
faith, hope or love in their lives, 
don’t wait for another occasion 

– now is the time to tell them 
about Standing Strong!

“That is why for Christ’s sake, I delight 
in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, 
in persecutions, in difficulties. For 
when I am weak, then I am strong.”
2 CORINTHIANS 12:10

HE IS FOR YOU… 
During lockdown, the 
worship song ‘The 
Blessing’ went viral 
- a great statement 
of unity as well as a 
huge encouragement 
and reminder of 
God’s sovereignty. 
We are thrilled to say 
that Tim Hughes has 
made an exclusive 
new recording of this 
song, especially for 
Standing Strong. Tune 
in and sing along on 
Saturday 3 October.

ONLINEEVENT

Join us for an evening of inspiration, encouragement and stories of 
courageous faith from persecuted Christians around the world. 

STRONG2020
OPEN DOORS CELEBRATION

Saturday 3 October | 7.45-9.30pm

“It gave me a sense of 
connection with the whole 
body of Christ and with 
the Lord, and that I was 
doing something truly 
meaningful in this crisis” 
ATTENDEE AT STANDING  
STRONG WEBINAR

“Great for those who 
cannot easily travel” 
ATTENDEE AT STANDING 
STRONG WEBINAR

“Although I was on my 
own at home, it was 
great to feel part of 
something bigger” 
ATTENDEE AT STANDING  
STRONG WEBINAR

REGISTER NOW
Find out more and 
register for Standing 
Strong Online at 
www.opendoorsuk.
org/standingstrong

#standingstrong
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For Pastor George, 
the war in Syria is not 
over. He now faces an 
invisible threat.
COVID-19 IS A NEW CRISIS FOR BELIEVERS 
WHO HAVE ALREADY ENDURED SO MUCH.

Open Doors partner Pastor George has stood 
with his church in north east Syria through years 
of war and persecution. Now the coronavirus 
pandemic has left already vulnerable believers 
jobless and in urgent need of food and aid.

“I see men, women and children crying of 
hunger,” says Pastor George. “Some called me 
crying because they have no food for their kids 
and families. It’s tragic. We’re in dire need of 
funds to support a larger number of families.”

Your gifts and prayers can enable the church in 
Syria to survive this latest crisis and be a voice 
of hope to their communities 

Will you help Pastor George make hope visible 
for persecuted Christians in Syria?

Every £49 could provide a monthly food relief 
pack for a persecuted family in Syria. 

To make your gift, return the enclosed 
envelope, phone 01993 460015 or visit 
www.opendoorsuk.org. 

Thank you.

HOPE FOR THE MIDDLE EAST


