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Open Doors is an
international ministry
serving persecuted
Christians and churches
worldwide.

Tears of Gold

Open Doors supplies Bibles,
leadership training, literacy
programmes, livelihood
support and advocacy
services. We also mobilise
the church in the UK and
Ireland to serve Christians
living under religious
persecution.

See. Change. for persecuted women with
our new church resource. Explore the faith
of seven courageous Nigerian Christian
women and see how trauma can be
transformed by God’s love. Includes:
• 14 postcards
• Ten ‘Portraits and Prayer’ guides
• Service guide
• Small group outline
Order today at www.opendoorsuk.org

If you have any questions
about the work of Open
Doors, or would like to
reprint any of the articles
in this magazine, please do
get in touch.
Contact us:
England and Wales
PO Box 6, Witney
Oxon OX29 6WG
T 01993 460015
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Switch off your screens for up to 48 hours
to raise money and prayer for silenced,
persecuted Christian women and girls.
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Sign up and get a FREE PACK plus leader downloads

Find us on:
www.opendoorsuk.org
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Send a Christmas message
to children affected by the
Easter bombings in Sri Lanka
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Cover image:
Abraham, a recipient
of food parcels through
‘The Good Shepherd
project’ run by Pastor
Abdalla’s church in
Aleppo.

Letter from Henrietta

Renewal
“Do not despise these small beginnings, for the
Lord rejoices to see the work begin” Zechariah 4:10
Five loaves. Two fish. A mustard seed. A widow’s mite. Small things
can play a powerful part in God’s kingdom and this is proving true
in the rebuilding of Syria today. Although the country has mostly
dropped from our headlines, the continuing conflict and persecution
has taken it to number 11 on the Open Doors World Watch List in
2019: the future of church and state hanging by a thread. It was
the plight of Syrian Christians that drew me into supporting Open
Doors through the Hope for the Middle East campaign. You may have
seen the videos from drones crossing devastated cities - once-great
places of culture and learning now a landscape reminiscent of Old
Testament prophets. It’s absolutely heart-breaking: streets deserted;
buildings broken open like vast, gaping wounds; a destruction
so complete it will take generations to rebuild. Even worse is the
damage to hopes, dreams, happiness, trust.
Few could have foreseen this ten years ago. When Brother
Andrew first visited Syria, Christians were puzzled by his talk of
impending persecution, but it was his prophetic insight that led Open
Doors to establish networks of partner churches and it’s you - our
supporters - who have enabled these churches to keep hope alive for
the past six years by providing life-giving relief for tens of thousands
during the war. With the able-bodied and well-to-do having fled and
the most needy left behind, the church has become a critical lifeline.
It is vital that more Christians return to Syria, as in Iraq. But in order
to do that they need houses, jobs and opportunities for education.
The scale of such reconstruction and renewal is impossible
to imagine - but our God is the God of restoration and He has put
His people in places where they can give life. When the temple in
Jerusalem lay in ruins, He told Zechariah and the people not to
‘despise the day of small things’ but to rise up and rebuild. “True
pastors never despise ‘the day of small things’” CH Spurgeon says
in one of his sermons, and pastors like Abdalla in Syria are living
proof of this. By faith, they have chosen to stay and serve – and
thanks to your gifts and prayers, their churches are becoming
Centres of Hope. As the needs move from relief to long-term
rehabilitation, they continue to need your support, so please keep
going. Read more about their exciting work on p9 and celebrate, for
you are a key part of their story of renewal.

Henrietta Blyth
CEO, Open Doors UK&I
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World Watch News

KENYA

Muslims save 20 Christians from deadly attack

IRAN

Two courageous women
face court for their faith
Bravely, and by God’s
If you go to the police to report
grace, she continues to run
a crime, you hope to be taken
a campaign for Christians in
seriously. You don’t expect to be
Iran to be allowed to worship
arrested yourself.
in a church – crucially,
That’s the situation that
©ARTICLE18
including believers who have
faced 19-year-old Iranian
converted from Islam.
Christian Fatemeh Mohammadi
(top right) when she went to
file a complaint about being
‘PROPAGANDA AGAINST
assaulted on a bus. According
THE SYSTEM’
to an eyewitness, a woman
Another courageous Christian
had insulted Fatemeh for not
woman facing prison is
wearing her headscarf ‘properly’, 65-year-old Mahrokh Kanbari
then shoved her and hit her in
(right), who was sentenced to
the face.
one year in prison on 29 July
SOURCE: MIDDLE EAST CONCERN
The assailant was not
on charges of ‘propaganda
penalised. She was considered
against the system’. Mahrokh
Please pray for Fatemeh
to be acting in accordance with
converted to Christianity
and Mahkroh, as well as other
a law that says it’s acceptable
from Islam. She was arrested
brothers and sisters in Iran.
to stop others committing
following a raid on her home by
Last year, in November and
‘disgraceful acts’. Fatemeh, on
intelligence agents and had to
December alone, more than 250
the other hand, was arrested.
endure ten days of interrogation
Iranian Christians were arrested
She was released on bail the
from morning to evening. She
across the country. Thankfully
following morning.
was forced to go to a religious
most were released, but they
This isn’t the first time that
leader to be ‘instructed’ and
know they are not safe. Thanks
Fatemeh has been targeted. In
directed to return to Islam. She
to your support, Open Doors can
2018, she served a six-month
chose Christ.
sentence for ‘Christian activity’,
Mahrokh is allowed to appeal continue to advocate for those
in prison and support former
‘membership in proselytising
her sentence. She has been
prisoners living elsewhere in
groups’ and ‘acting against
greatly encouraged to know that
national security through
people are aware of her situation the region with trauma care.
propaganda against the regime’. and are praying for her.
Source: Middle East Concern

“I have hope that he is still alive… Even if he’s not alive,
I believe that he’s where God is – and he will always be
my hero.” SUSANNAH KOH

Malaysian Pastor, Raymond
Koh, was abducted in 2017.
A Human Rights Commission
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concluded that members of the
Special Branch of the police
were involved, but Pastor Koh
is still missing. In a video
interview with Open Doors his
wife, Susannah Koh, has called

for action. “Please continue to
support us by speaking out for
the truth and for justice to be
done,” she says. Watch the video
clip at: www.opendoorsuk.org/
malaysia

Local Muslims have saved
the lives of many Christians
by warning them of an attack
planned at a building site for a
government hospital in Kutulo.
When Muslims in Mandera
County, Kenya, heard word
about an imminent al-Shabaab
attack against non-local, mostly
Christian workers, they quickly
helped them evacuate to safety.
“They confronted the
gunmen, who proceeded to the
site and failed to get what they
wanted. [The attackers] opened
fire but no one was injured
before they escaped,” northeastern regional commissioner
Mohamed Birik told media.
Mandera County is in

the northeast of the country,
bordering Somalia, and shares
many characteristics with that
country – which is very hostile to
Christians (Somalia is number 3
on the Open Doors World Watch
List, and al-Shabaab has stated
publicly that it wants to rid
Somalia of Christians). Mandera
County is Muslim majority and
Christians are often made very
unwelcome. That makes this
warning and assistance even
more of a blessing.
“This was a show of
solidarity from locals,” said
an Open Doors worker. “Most
of the believers who live here
come from other parts of the
country. But they are treated

like unwanted outsiders and
face a lot of harassment and the
continuous threat of targeted alShabaab attacks.
“Please thank the Lord with
us that another bloodbath was
prevented. Pray that this kind of
action will become the new norm
in this area. Pray for protection
over the Muslims who took this
bold move.”
Thank God that the lives of
these Christians brothers and
sisters were saved. Please pray
for protection over the Muslims
who boldly warned about the
attack, and that Christians and
Muslims in the area would be
able to live and work together
in peace.

CAMEROON

Rare footage shows Boko Haram attacks in Cameroon
Open Doors has received rare
video footage of a Boko Haram
attack on a village in Cameroon.
The footage – filmed by a
local contact who was visiting
the area – shows the orange
glow of the village burning in the
distance. Further footage shows
villagers returning the next day
to find more than 100 houses
destroyed, three churches
burnt and everything of value
looted. That same night in the
neighbouring village of Toufou,
almost 100 houses were burnt
and a church-owned health clinic
was looted.
This summer marked
ten years since Boko Haram
Islamic extremists began their
devastating insurgency in
northern Nigeria. In that time,
tens of thousands of Christians
have been killed, displaced and
abducted. And while they have
lost a lot of territory, Boko Haram

has spread into new regions:
today around half the reported
attacks occur in the neighbouring
countries of Chad, Niger and
Cameroon.

OPEN DOORS PARTNERS
BRING AID
The territory has gone, but
the terror remains. Christian
women and girls are particularly
vulnerable – either to being
kidnapped and forcibly married,
or subjected to barbaric attacks.
Boko Haram fighters who
stormed the Christian village of
Kalagari in Cameroon on 29 July
captured and mutilated eight
women.
In the midst of the danger,
Open Doors partners are risking
their safety to bring help.
Recently a team visited Roum,
a majority Christian village in
northern Cameroon which had
been attacked by Boko Haram.

They were able to distribute
vital relief aid and find out what
more help the resilient, brave
Christians need.
Please pray for Christians
in these regions. A decade on,
Boko Haram has changed, but
their aim is the same: to drive
Christians out of these regions.
And, a decade on, despite the
danger, Christians are still
determined to remain.
Go to www.opendoorsuk.org
to watch the footage and find out
how Open Doors partners are
supporting Christians in the area
– and how you can help.

For the latest news
and stories of
courageous faith visit
www.opendoorsuk.org
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SUDAN

Prayers requested as
court case reopened
A case against eight leaders of
the Sudanese Church of Christ
(SCOC) has been re-opened.
For years the Sudanese
government has been trying
to illegally take property
owned by the SCOC and hand
it to a committee run by the
government. In May 2017 the
SCOC protested against this
injustice, and eight leaders
were arrested and taken to
court. However, in August 2018,
in a shock decision, the judge
ruled in their favour. The case
against them was dismissed
and the judge ordered that their
property should be returned.
Sadly, though, the story does
not end there. The Sudanese
authorities appealed, and now
the Supreme Court has decided
that a new criminal trial should
proceed.
The case relies on
documents submitted to the
Ministry of Guidance and
Religious Endowments – a body
widely thought to discriminate
against religious minorities.
The same authority has banned
the construction of churches
in Khartoum and stands
accused of interfering with
the administration of Christian
denominations.
All this is taking place
against a background of unrest
and disturbance in Sudan
following the ousting of former
President Omar al Bashir, which
has seen widespread violence
and many protestors killed.
Thank you for your prayers
in the past for these Christians.
Please continue. “Pray for the
Lord to intervene,” asks an
Open Doors source. “It is a very
unexpected development. Pray
for endurance and wisdom for
the body of Christ in general as
they continue to face these very
uncertain times.”
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VIETNAM

Meet your
extraordinary
family from
Nigeria, North
Korea and Syria

Mai and the Cow Bank
You’ve heard of savings banks,
investment banks, even food
banks. But a Cow Bank?
For Christians in Vietnam,
a Cow Bank is helping them
not just to survive, but to share
their faith.
Mai* is a small, quietly
spoken woman. But this widow
from the northern highlands
of Vietnam is a woman of
courageous faith.
She has fought poverty
and hardship all her life. Then,
tragically, her husband died in
a freak accident, leaving her to
raise her two small sons alone.
“I was troubled,” she says,
“How could my children and I
survive?”
Then a local pastor visited
and Mai became a Christian.
Her new faith and her church
family gave her strength and
hope. But her late husband’s
family were furious.
“They persecuted me
greatly,” she says. “They told
me to stop going to church
and praying to God.” They even
threatened Mai with arrest. “I
didn’t listen to them,” says Mai.
“I never quit.”
Thankfully, her in-laws
backed down. But their
antagonism made it even

harder for Mai to survive.
Then she was given a cow.
From the Cow Bank.

GET A COW, GIVE A COW
The Cow Bank is simple.
Open Doors local partners
give a pregnant cow to a
family. They keep the mother
cow for farming or breeding
but the calf is given away
to others in need. The aid
allows persecuted, vulnerable
Christians to live independent
lives and continue to witness.
“Without the project, we
didn’t know how we could earn
a living,” Mai says. “I ask God to
bless the donors and sponsors
of this Cow Bank project.”
The Cow Bank has changed
Mai’s life. And when her inlaws saw her faith, they began
to change as well.
“I shared the blessings I
have in Christ with my in-laws
and invited them to church,”
she says. Now they are
committed followers of Christ.
“Pray that my family will
continue to love God and walk
with Him. Pray that we would
be living testimonies to the
people we know, and to those
we will meet in the future.”
* Name changed for security reasons

STANDING STRONG
Open Doors Celebration 2019

Image used for illustrative purposes

Don’t miss this incredible opportunity to hear inspiring
stories from your persecuted family around the world!

Book y
our
ticket
today!

Discover how God is at work in Syria from our guest speaker Elias*,
who works for one of Open Doors’ local partners to serve the church
in Syria. Hear what it’s like to live as a Christian in Nigeria and North
Korea. And find out how your support is keeping hope alive for our
persecuted family. It will blow your mind – and grow your faith!

“Hearing these stories of courage and faith is amazing.”
Standing Strong 2018 delegate
GLASGOW
9 November – 10am-4pm
Findlay Memorial Church
Adult ticket - £15
IRELAND
12, 13 and 14 November –
7.30pm-9.30pm
Donegal Presbyterian Church,
The Jethro Centre, Lurgan
and Union Road Presbyterian
Church, Magherafelt
Tickets will be £5

WALES
12, 13 and 14 November –
7.30pm-9.00pm
St Asaph Cathedral, Vine
Christian Centre, Bridgend, and
Newtown Evangelical Church
Tickets will be £5
BIRMINGHAM
16 November 2019 – 10am-4pm
Bethel Convention Centre, West
Bromwich
Adult ticket - £15
£10 per child at Birmingham

Children’s programme
Our children’s programme for
ages 5-11 is back at Birmingham
this year! It promises to be
jam-packed with ageappropriate activities
to engage your
children with the
stories – and people
– of the persecuted
church.
Last few remaining
spaces available, so
book today!

For more details and to make your booking, go to www.opendoorsuk.org
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Time to
rebuild
RESTORING HOPE IN SYRIA

photo Pastor Abdalla standing in the ruins of Old Aleppo.
He has courageously stayed in Syria to serve his church
and community during the war.
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Your continuing support has kept hope
alive for Christians in Syria and Iraq
despite the attempts of extremists to
wipe out the church. Last year, over
1,000 Christian families in Iraq were able
to return home to their rebuilt houses,
thanks to you. Now, as life begins to return
to Syria, the Hope for the Middle East
campaign is rebuilding hope here, too. >>
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When war came to Aleppo,
Pastor Abdalla felt God calling
him to stay in Syria. It wasn’t
an easy decision. He risked
persecution and violence, yet
his courageous obedience has
helped keep hope alive in Syria
during the crisis and beyond.
Thanks to support from
Christians like you, Pastor
Abdalla’s church has become
a lifeline for the community.
He’s been able to help women
like Vartouhi to get back on her
feet, after her livelihood was
destroyed during the war.
Vartouhi ran an Armenian
kitchen selling takeaway food,
and she loved it. But as the
fighting tore down the city
around her, she was forced to

close her business when parts
of her building collapsed.
“The shop is important
to me, but I was facing an
impossibility. The hardships
were many,” she says.
Around her, families
were making heart-breaking

“I am greatly
thankful that
help reached me”
decisions to flee the violence and
persecution, sometimes leaving
sick or elderly relatives behind.
Vartouhi couldn’t afford to lose
her income, so she tried cooking
food to sell from her own kitchen
at home. “It was necessary for

photo Thanks to your gifts and prayers, Pastor Abdalla’s church,
supported by Open Doors, helped Vartouhi (left) and Tamar (right)
reopen their food shop and bakery.

me to work. But my kitchen was
too small,” she says.
Many people like Vartouhi
became dependent on food aid
when their source of income
was cut off by the war. At this
time, Open Doors launched
the Hope for the Middle East
campaign to draw international
attention to the persecution
of Christians in Iraq and
Syria. Hundreds of thousands
of people signed the global
petition, prayed and gave money
to fund emergency food parcels
for people like Vartouhi, who had
no other source of help. Thanks
to you, hope stayed alive in Syria
– despite the destruction, chaos,
violence and persecution.
Today, Syria is slowly

emerging from the crisis – even
though for many Christians, the
threat of persecution remains.
Islamic State may be largely
defeated in Syria, but their
ideology is alive, and extremists
still aim to wipe out the church
from its birthplace in the Middle
East. Church leaders like Pastor
Abdalla remain targets for
extremists, yet he has chosen
to stay on, to provide hope and
practical help for people like
Vartouhi.
When the fighting in Syria
began to subside, Vartouhi
hoped to reopen her shop. She
wanted to build up her business
and provide for her family again.
But living costs in Syria had
increased tenfold. Many of her
shop’s utensils had been looted
and the building needed repair.
She wasn’t in a position to raise
the finances herself.
Pastor Abdalla’s church,
supported by Open Doors,
helped Vartouhi to get her
business up and running
again. It took the courage of a
local pastor and the prayerful
generosity of Christians like you,
giving through the Hope for the
Middle East campaign, to give
her the support she needed.
Vartouhi says, “Without the
support my life would be very
hard. Because of the high prices
I could not buy the utensils. This
financial support encouraged
me a lot to step forward.”

“WORDS CANNOT EXPRESS”
Starting up her business again
has not just improved Vartouhi’s
finances, it has helped her to
recover from the trauma of war.
“Working here every day
makes me very happy,” she
says. “I love my job, I’ve loved
working in the kitchen from my
childhood. When I prepare tasty
food I rejoice a lot; when I’m
busy working all my attention
goes to that. I can put aside all
my worries, tiredness doesn’t
bother me, because I like the
job. Words cannot express
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photo Pastor Abdalla and the team at his church are still providing
food parcels to the most vulnerable families.

how thankful I am. I am greatly
thankful that help reached me.”
Her business is now ‘going
very successfully’. She says, “[As
women] we can do it, we can be
productive, even in this period
we can produce.”
Vartouhi believes it is very
important that Christians stay
and live in this predominantly
Muslim country. Especially
because the Bible teaches love
and forgiveness.
“Our attitude must be
completely different,” she says.
“We as Christians are making a
difference in the country.”
She sees it as a challenge
to live as a Christian in a gentle
and humble way. “I want to be a
good example to the Muslims.”
She adds that living as a
Christian in a Muslim society is
more difficult for women.
“It’s very hard as a woman.
In this shop I meet various
kinds of people – some are
cruel, aggressive, some use
disrespectful speech or insulting
words. Before I come here, I
start my day with prayer in my
house, so I come here fed with
the Word of God and filled with
the Spirit. I want to hear God’s

voice that tells me how to act
with people. The Spirit leads
me, it’s not my own strength,
otherwise it would be very
difficult.”

COURAGEOUS PASTOR
Vartouhi received the help she
needed because Open Doors had
been building a network in Syria
before the crisis, in response to
a prophetic vision from Brother
Andrew. At first, the Hope for the
Middle East campaign focused
on providing emergency food
parcels to people like Vartouhi
with no other means of support.
“Through local churches we
gave food packages and other
relief items to more than 17,000
families each month,” says one
Open Doors worker.
Now, while vulnerable
families who still need food
parcels are continuing to receive
them, the Hope for the Middle
East campaign is moving into
a new phase in Syria. There’s
a need to rebuild lives and
communities for the long-term.
Breadwinners have left
Syria’s devastated towns and
villages, driven away by the
ongoing violence, lack of work
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and rising food prices. Many
Christians are still unsure
whether to stay in Syria or look
for greater security elsewhere.
Those left behind are often
the most vulnerable: the elderly,
the displaced, the chronically ill
who need medical care, widows
with young children.
Pastor Abdalla says, “The
families are perplexed, confused
about their future. They are
without jobs, their houses are
destroyed or damaged. There are
so many challenges in people’s
real lives. We need to encourage
the Christians to stay in this land.
As a church we want to stand
next to the people and help them.
We want to see a better future for
Aleppo and Syria.”
Abdalla’s church has
become a Centre of Hope, one of
16 centres already established
across Syria. Centres of Hope
are not big buildings, but simple,
low-cost places through which
the local church can bring hope
to their community.

CENTRES OF HOPE
Through Centres of Hope, Open
Doors is providing relief aid,
medical care, trauma care,
vocational training and loans,
children’s activities, marriage
courses and Alpha courses.
The idea is to help people move

beyond dependence on relief aid
and become self-reliant again.
“Now, we have brought down
the number of food packages.
We try to focus on the lonely
and sick elderly people, the
larger families without a bread
winner, widows with no family
members around, and families
whose members have chronic
diseases. Besides that, we have
also started to focus more on
income generating projects,
and on offering activities in the
Centres of Hope.”

VISION TO FLOURISH
Pastor Abdalla explains what his
church, as a Centre of Hope, is
aiming for.
“We continue to see what
help we can offer people. For
example, we help them to start
a project or give micro-loans to
start a small business. Three
times a week we offer activities
for children – the generation
that got hurt the most in this
war. We want to support and
strengthen young children
psychologically and spiritually
and remove the side effects
of war. We also have all kinds
of programmes for women,
couples and men. We hope these
programmes will bring about
change. Every day of the week
the church is busy.”

photo Children enjoying activies at the Centre of Hope in Aleppo

Open Doors’ long-term
commitment is to be there for
the church, for as long as they
need us, with whatever support
they need. They haven’t given
up on restoring hope to Syria;
neither should we, their global
church family. Our vision is to
open another 20 Centres of
Hope across Syria, empowered

“We need to
encourage
Christians to
stay in this land”
by the prayers and resources
of our global church family,
and to build resilient Christian
communities that shine the light
of Christ out into the region and
the world. The vision is not only
to see the church survive, but to
see the church thrive – in Syria,
Iraq and across the Middle East.
This work is part of a wider
strategy to secure the future
of the church. Open Doors has
trained church workers to
handle the relief programme
and be effective in their
community. As well as providing
trauma care, livelihood training
and many other services, they
are witnesses to the power of
the gospel in the midst of the
chaos. It’s a courageous and
hope-filled vision – and, as
Pastor Abdalla says, it’s a vision
that needs the support of the
global church if it is to succeed:
“I wholeheartedly want
to say thanks to you who
supported us, to the people, to
the churches who helped us
during the period of war. We still
need your help, we need people
to stand with us. We don’t have
enough resources to meet the
needs.”
You can watch more of
Pastor Abdalla’s vision for
the church in Syria at:
www.opendoorsuk.org
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HOPE FOR THE MIDDLE EAST: THE STORY SO FAR
Thanks to your prayers and
support, the Hope for the
Middle East campaign has
kept hope alive for Christians
in Syria and Iraq during the
most testing times. The local
church has not given up –
and neither should the global
church. Thank you for giving,
praying, campaigning and
encouraging.
• Over the last five years,
you have kept hope alive
for over 30,000 families in
Syria and Iraq
• In 2018, Open Doors UK
& Ireland was able to
support 2,810 families
in Syria for a whole year
thanks to the generous
support of people like
you. In total, Open Doors
internationally supported
10,228 families.
• In Iraq, over 1,000 families
have returned to villages
in the Nineveh Plains.

• In Syria, we are helping
those who are starting to
return home and reopen
businesses, and we
continue to support the
most vulnerable who still
need relief.
• Open Doors believes the
church is key to rebuilding
hope in the community.
Our local partners have
already opened 16 Centres
of Hope. Now our vision is
to open another 20 Centres
of Hope across Syria.

HOPE FOR THE MIDDLE
EAST PETITION
More than 800,000
signatures on the Hope for
the Middle East petition drew
international attention to the
persecution of Christians in
the Middle East. As a result:
• Funds have increased for
Christians in the Nineveh
plains.

• A new Prime Ministerial
role of Special Envoy on
Freedom of Religion or
Belief was created by the
UK Prime Minister.
• The increased focus
on the persecution of
Christians helped lead to
the creation of the Foreign
Office review into how
the UK government can
better support persecuted
Christians.
• Discussions have opened
for the first time on how to
get aid to faith leaders on
the front line.
• On the ground there
is a new legal clinic in
the Nineveh plains to
help record instances of
persecution. This will shed
light on the problem and
bring accountability.
• Local believers in Iraq are
being trained in advocacy.

“We still need your help, we need people
to stand with us”

PLEASE GIVE

Every £24 could provide medical
care for a believer in Syria.
Every £35 could provide a
supplementary food pack for a
vulnerable family in Syria that
will enable them to survive for
a month.
A gift of £65 could go towards
providing training and a loan
to a woman like Vartouhi, so
she can open a small business
to support her family and
community.*

PASTOR ABDALLA, ALEPPO

PLEASE PRAY

PLEASE SHARE

Please thank God for Pastor
Abdalla and the 16 Centres
of Hope delivering help to
vulnerable people in Syria
through the local church.
Pray for strength for the
volunteers and for an end to
all the fighting – for a future
of peace, reconciliation and
reconstruction in Syria.
You can find inspiration for
your prayers for Syria in your
bi-monthly prayer diary. Please
keep praying regularly.

You can share these stories
of hope for Syria using our
Christmas resource for
churches. Read p.14 to find out
more and order your copy.

PLEASE ENCOURAGE
You can email a message of
encouragement to a believer
in the Middle East. Go to www.
opendoorsuk.org/write to find
out more.
*The total cost of this training and a
loan is £452 per woman
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NEW
CHURCH
RESOURCE
!

CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS WITH YOUR PERSECUTED FAMILY IN SYRIA
A light in the darkness. A star
hanging over a stable. A sign
of hope.
That’s Christmas. The story
of Jesus’ birth is all about good
news and hope. Yet for many
persecuted Christians around the
world, good news and hope are
scarce commodities. In Syria, for
example, with every bomb that
fell, with every church member
forced to flee or kidnapped by
extremists, the darkness seems
to grow darker.
But as the Bible says, the
light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness has not overcome it.
Thanks to the prayers and
support of so many Christians
around the world, the church
is still active and alive in Syria.
And this Christmas, Christians
in Syria will celebrate. Despite
the food shortages and
the devastation all around
them, despite the continued
uncertainty, they will light
candles and gather for meals.
Why? What have they got to

celebrate? Well, amazingly, the
church is not just surviving – it
is growing. There is new life.
Open Doors partners are seeing
former Muslims and members of
the Druze faith turning to Christ
in significant numbers. “In my
city we now have four churches
of mainly new believers,” says
David*, the pastor of a church
in Syria. “Hundreds have been
saved during the war; before
the war there were only some
hidden and secret believers.”
At one recent event 16 new
converts were baptised from
David’s church alone.

STAND WITH YOUR SYRIAN
CHURCH FAMILY
Last year thousands of you used
our ‘Sing for Syria’ Carol Sheet
during your carol services or
while out carol singing in the
community. This year you can
continue to stand with your
Syrian brothers and sisters by
using Signs of Hope.
Signs of Hope is a carol sheet

with a difference. As well as
the words of traditional carols,
this family-friendly resource
contains inspiring stories of
persecuted Christians, and also
explores why so many people
in Syria choose to follow Christ,
despite the cost. And after the
carol service, the sheet can be
taken away and turned into a
star to hang on the tree.
Signs of Hope is a great way
to support your persecuted
family and to share the good
news of Jesus Christ in your
community. Whether in Syria,
or in the UK and Ireland, people
walking in darkness need the
light of Christ.
“When Christ was born
there were broken hearts and
pain everywhere,” says Pastor
Edward in Damascus. “That is
what justifies His work. This is
why He came.”
That’s the truth about the
persecuted church. There is
always light in the darkness.
There are always signs of hope.

NEW CHRISTMAS RESOURCE FOR CHURCHES - AVAILABLE NOW!
Share the good news from the church in Syria this
Christmas with your free copy of Signs of Hope.
Each carol sheet includes:
Lyrics to nine of the best loved carols, including
Silent Night and Once in Royal David’s City
Christmas Bible readings
Inspirational stories of men, women and
children who are bringing signs of hope to Syria
A challenging message about why people
choose to follow Christ despite the cost
Family-friendly activities including a Christmas
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craft activity - you can take away the sheets
and turn them into a star to hang on your tree!
And that’s not all – on our website you will find
videos of Syrian Christians singing Christmas
songs and reading Bible passages as well
as advent prayers and resources to help you
remember the persecuted church over Christmas.
Order as many song sheets as you need at
www.opendoorsuk.org or call Inspire on 01993
460015.

ABRAHAM AND JINA
Signs of Hope tells the story of
Abraham (pictured) and his
mother Jina from Aleppo. Their
lives were torn apart when
Jina’s husband – and Abraham’s
father - was kidnapped. The
family are supported by Pastor
Abdalla’s church in Aleppo. Look
out for more of their story in the
November issue of the magazine.
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UPDATE ON FOREIGN OFFICE REVIEW

Keeping persecution on the political agenda
With a new Prime Minister in place at
Number 10, Open Doors is calling on the

Thank you to everyone who has prayed for the recent Foreign Office review into the
UK government’s response to the persecution of Christians worldwide, and contacted
their MPs asking them to support Open Doors’ three recommendations. You are
enabling the voice and needs of the persecuted church to be heard. The exciting news
is that one of the recommendations has already been adopted by the government!

government to commit to three key actions:

1. Pursue progress
Identify priority countries
in which to work

2. Keep focused
Make the PM’s Special Envoy on
Freedom of Religion or Belief a
permanent and expanded role

3. Involve local communities
Local faith leaders are key
players in development
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We are delighted that Lord
Ahmad has been reappointed
as the Prime Minister’s Special
Envoy for Freedom of Religion
or Belief. This is an encouraging
sign that the new leadership
is beginning to take the issue
seriously. But we will continue to
call for the role to be expanded
further.
New Prime Minister Boris
Johnson has also indicated that
he is committed to supporting
persecuted Christians. While
campaigning, he tweeted: “I
welcome the Foreign Office
review published today into

the persecution of Christians
abroad. If I am fortunate enough
to become PM, I will always
prioritise protecting religious
freedoms and stand up for those
facing persecution.” He has
reiterated this in the chamber in
reference to Asia Bibi: “It is very
important that our country sends
a clear signal that we will provide
a beacon for people facing such
distress and persecution.” But,
we must now insist that words
are turned into action.
As the political landscape
changes, it’s even more vital that
we continue to make the voice

of the persecuted church heard.
Two of our recommendations
are still up for consideration,
and Labour’s Liz McInnes has
cited them on behalf of the
shadow cabinet. If you haven’t
already done so, please help
us to keep persecution on
the government’s agenda by
contacting your MP to highlight
the recommendations. Go to
www.opendoorsuk.org to email
your MP today!
Thank you to those who have
– it’s already making an impact.
Let’s keep the momentum going!
The time to act is now.

MPS STAND AGAINST SEXUAL VIOLENCE IN CONFLICT
MPs from across the political
spectrum, including David Linden,
Robert Courts, Kate Green and
Helen Goodman (left to right),
have taken part in Open Doors’
See. Change. campaign by adding
their names to the handmade
petition, showing that they stand
with our Christian sisters.
“I’m proud to stand with Open
Doors and others in the Christian
community as part of the See.
Change. campaign,” said David
Linden, SNP MP for Glasgow East.
“This campaign is vital to restore
the hope, dignity and identity of
women who are doubly at risk of
persecution because they follow
Jesus.”
The handmade petition – a
unique banner of handmade
squares on which people are

invited to write, paint, draw,
or sew their name alongside
the words ‘I see you’ – will be
presented to the UK Government
in November, during the
Preventing Sexual Violence in
Conflict (PSVI) conference. In
many countries, sexual violence in
conflict is inextricably connected
with faith-based persecution, and
this needs to be recognised.
It’s not too late to add your
name – you have until 14 October.
If you’ve already signed, please
encourage your friends, church,
or small group to sign it too. Let
your MP know when you sign,
and highlight how important the
issue is.
Visit www.opendoorsuk.
org/seechange or phone 01993
460015 to order a pack today.
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B ke
a

WITH THEM

Whisking it all for the persecuted church

Syrian Christian Vartouhi has been able to reopen her
food shop in Aleppo, thanks to your support. With our
latest fundraiser, Bake With Them, you can provide Open
Doors local partners with the resources they need to
help more persecuted Christians rebuild their lives.
Baking cakes may not seem like
much in the face of extreme
suffering, but meeting around
food has long been a way
of bringing people together.
For the persecuted church, it
is often cover for gathering
together for fellowship. And just
as recipes are passed down
through generations within a
family, Open Doors’ Bake With
Them fundraising initiative
helps us gather together as a
global family of believers as we
bake, share stories, pray and
raise vital funds to support our
persecuted brothers and sisters.
Whether you’re a regular Mary
Berry or a baking novice, Bake
With Them gives you everything
you need to prepare and run
your very own fundraising
bake sale. The pack contains
recipe cards from persecuted
Christians in Africa, India and
the Middle East – including
Vartouhi’s recipe for Baklava
that she bakes in her recently
re-opened shop in Aleppo
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A sneak preview of Bake With Them recipes

(read more on p. 10). You can
also find stories of believers
like Veronica, who has twice
survived attacks by militant
Fulani herdsmen on her village
in Nigeria before being helped
by an Open Doors trauma centre,
and is now working there as
a cook, baking the traditional
Cinnamon Bun recipe that you’ll
find in your pack.
Bake With Them is perfect for
gathering together your family,
church, work colleagues, youth
group or school friends. Kit
out your kitchen using the
downloadable decorations, hire
the church hall or take over the
office. If the weather’s nice, you
could even head outside, like
Liz and David from Liverpool.
They recently gathered their
family and friends together for
a garden tea party and plant
sale, raising an amazing £5,200
towards the work of Open Doors.
“It was a wonderful community
occasion,” they said. “This

recently opened a sweet factory
to provide jobs – and hope - for
Christians forced to flee their
homes by attacks from Islamic
State (IS). “When I came here
with my family, we had nothing,”
explains one of the workers. “I
am so happy with this work,”
he says. “I am thankful to the
organisation that employed us.”

Vartouhi outside her
re-opened food shop in Syria
comes with our prayers for
God to support and bless and
encourage His people in places
where faith costs the most.”
Every cake baked and every
penny raised will make a real
difference to Christians who
are suffering for their faith
every day. Your money could
help projects like that of our
Open Doors partner in Iraq, who

Order your pack today!
The Bake With Them pack
contains everything you
need to get your bake on and
whisk it all for the persecuted
church. To order your copy
go to www.opendoorsuk.
org/bakewiththem or phone
01993 460015.

You can also hear first hand
about the work of Open
Doors partners in Syria, as
well as many more stories
of how God is building
His kingdom in the most
dangerous countries to be a
Christian, at Standing Strong
this November.
Visit www.opendoorsuk.org
for dates, locations and to
book tickets.
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“My name is in gold because
God sees me”
HEALING FROM TRAUMA IN NIGERIA
Millions of women are doubly vulnerable to persecution – targeted because of
their gender and because of their faith. Since March, you’ve been responding
to Open Doors’ campaign to See. Change. for persecuted women. Thank you
so much for your giving and your prayers. You are helping restore the hope,
dignity and identity of your persecuted Christian sisters.

Your support has helped many
women in Nigeria start to heal
from appallingly traumatic
experiences. Recently, Open
Doors partners have opened a
trauma centre which includes
a clinic specifically for women
who’ve experienced terrorist
attacks.
Izzy, from our UK Advocacy
team, travelled to meet some
of the women there, so they
could add their names to the
handmade petition. This works
just like a regular petition, but
is made up of unique squares
on which people have painted,
sewn, drawn or written their
name and the words ‘I see you’ to
women persecuted for their faith
and gender. The squares will
be sewn together into a unique
banner and will be presented to
the UK Government during the
Preventing Sexual Violence in
Conflict conference in November.
The women whom Izzy met were
very touched and pleased that
Christians from around the world
are taking up their cause.
Christy is one of those
women. She has been through
experiences that many of us
can’t even imagine, but God’s
faithfulness and the trauma
centre are bringing her new
hope – and the recognition that
she is seen.

CHRISTY’S STORY

image Christy proudly displays her handmade petition, with her name written in gold
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Christy is a pastor’s wife. She
and her one-year-old son were
kidnapped by Fulani militants.
They were taken to a remote
forest, where she was repeatedly
raped and beaten.
After three days, the
kidnappers contacted her
husband to demand a ransom.
The amount was so high that in
order to raise it, he had to sell
everything he could – including
essential equipment for farming
and food.
On the day Christy was
released she was taken, with
another woman, to a junction.
They and their children were left

there. Gunfire surrounded them.
It was the middle of the night
and they didn’t know where to
go. They ran.
But God saw her. Christy
and the other woman were lost,
cold, frightened and vulnerable.
They prayed: “We are here. If
you want us to live, show us the
way. If you want us to be killed,
let Your will be done.” God told
Christy to follow the moon.

“Thank you. There’s
no way this would
have happened
without you.”
They did. They walked for
miles – and eventually they saw
a road. God had guided them to
a village. It wasn’t clear whether
it was a Christian village, so
they were cautious. But when
they saw a church, they realised
they’d reached somewhere safe.
Not only that, it was the very
church whose financial secretary
had been arranging the payment
of their ransom, and who had
been trying to find them! God
had led them to safety.

Christian faith. Thank you.
Barnabas* is the team
leader at the trauma centre,
and has a vision for its purpose:
“Our heart for this place is that
whoever comes here will surely
encounter God, will surely
experience healing from all the
emotional traumas that they
carry – lots of prayers, lots of
love, lots of compassion, lots of
fellowship, lots of worship.” He’s
keen that they can then return
to their own communities, and
participate in a way that trauma
had previously prevented.
“To all who are praying, to
all who have contributed, we
say thank you,” Barnabas adds.
“There’s no way this would have
happened without you.”
*Name changed for security reasons

THERE ISN’T LONG TO
ADD YOUR NAME!

HOPE AND FORGIVENESS
Thanks to your support, the
trauma centre is offering women
including Christy a chance to
heal. When Christy’s captors
released her, they asked her
to forgive the atrocities they
committed. It had been too
painful to contemplate – but,
during forgiveness sessions at
the trauma centre, Christy felt
such peace in her heart from
God that she was able to forgive.
“If I saw them, I would even give
them food and water,” she says.
When Christy added her
name to the handmade petition,
she used gold sequins. “My
name is in gold because God
sees me,” she says. Every name
added to the petition is a way
of saying that you see her too,
and all women persecuted both
for their gender and for their

Can you stand with Christy
and your sisters around the
world? You have until 14
October to submit your
handmade petition. Visit
www.opendoorsuk.org/
seechange or phone 01993
460015 to order a pack today.
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says. “I began to go over and
over the same questions. Do I
really want to be a pastor? Am
I really called? What happens if
they ban me from this area and
send me away from my family
and church? Will believers in the
church keep their distance from
me after I am released? Will
they think I have failed them?

WORLD WATCH LIST FOCUS #27 China

Stepping stones
to glory

“I knew without a
doubt that no matter
what happened I
would serve the Lord”

HOW PERSECUTION IS GROWING
THE CHURCH IN CHINA

“By the end of my time in
detention I had whittled the
battle in my mind down to one
crucial question: If I am called
of God, am I really willing to
sacrifice everything for the
sake of the gospel? For the Lord
Jesus?
“By the last day of
confinement, I had made peace
with myself and with God… I
knew without a doubt that no
matter what happened I would
serve the Lord. I was certain,
beyond doubt, that I was called
to be a pastor of God’s people in
this region and nothing would
ever change that.”

Ever wondered how your church would handle the pressure of persecution? More
and more churches in China are finding this out for themselves. Recently, the Chinese
government has been working hard to send a message to the church in China that
unregistered Christian meetings won’t be tolerated.
Pastor Jin* is a courageous
church leader from a network of
urban and rural churches that
meet mostly in believers’ homes
– his congregation is defined by
the Chinese government as an
‘unregistered church’.
But rather than crushing
the church, this new wave of
persecution has caused the faith
of the believers in Pastor Jin’s
church to grow and deepen.

‘FALSE SENSE OF SECURITY’
Pastor Jin remembers a
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time two years ago when the
situation was relatively easy.
He says, “Things were good,
but I wasn’t satisfied. Deep
down I knew we had grown
comfortable, even complacent,
compared to the old days at
least. The church was growing
slowly but the longing to meet
together to worship, read the
word and pray had been quietly
edged out by the attraction of
work, money and entertainment.
The old passion just wasn’t
there anymore. It was as if we’d

been lulled into a false sense of
security.”
It wasn’t long before his
church came to understand just
how serious the situation was
for Christians. Police burst in on
a church meeting that was open
to members of the community
seeking to know more about
Jesus. Pastor Jin was arrested
and imprisoned in solitary
confinement for ten days.
“I prayed a lot, and sang
worship songs, but as the days
dragged on, doubts crept in,” he

DIRE CONSEQUENCES
But coming back to his church
was not the joyful celebration he
might have anticipated.
“Nobody knew quite what
to say. Of course, we were all
happy to be back together again,
but we knew from that day
on we would be watched like

hawks. If I or the church put one
foot wrong the consequences
would be dire… By early
2018 we had started moving
again, albeit carefully, with a
heightened awareness of the
new political climate.”
In February 2018, the
Chinese government granted
more powers to local authorities
to shut down unregistered
churches and forbid landlords
from renting their properties
to Christians for meetings.
Children and teenagers were
also forbidden to go to church.
But thanks to your support,
Pastor Jin’s church network has
been supplied for many years
with training and resources
which are keeping them going.

‘I HAVE HOPE AGAIN’
How does Pastor Jin feel about
these increasing restrictions?
“The whole ordeal
recalibrated us all. Our focus
moved from ensuring Sunday
services were well organised
and ‘impressive’, to caring for
each other in small groups, in
people’s homes. We began
to experience a richness in
fellowship that we hadn’t felt
for a long time. We actually got
to know each other deeply and
really cared about one other,
and our extended families. We
prayed for each other often,
relationships were restored,
and miracles began to happen
again. The church might have
been divided geographically,
but in the Spirit, we were more
united than ever… Bible truth
and relationship with Jesus

have become so important that
believers now cherish every
moment together. Fellowship
has become sweet again, like a
fountain to thirsty souls.
“So, what I’ve been trying
to say is the church is growing
because of persecution. I have
hope again and I am satisfied,
not because we have arrived
– we haven’t, there’s lots to
learn yet – but because we are
alive again and growing and
equipping the saints for the
work of the Kingdom. We still
have to be extremely careful
every day, and there are
dangers, but the sense of peace
each day and hope for the future
make all the rest seem like
stepping stones to glory.”
While we might not fear
being arrested by government
authorities for attending church
in the UK and Ireland, are we
in danger of taking the church

“Fellowship has
become sweet again,
like a fountain to
thirsty souls”
for granted? Pastor Jin talks of
being complacent in his faith.
God sometimes causes us to
become uncomfortable and
restless in order to encourage
us from a place of comfort to a
place of greater dependence on
Him. How can you seek more of
God in your personal walk with
Him, and in your church?
*name changed for security reasons

BE INSPIRED BY THE FAITH OF
YOUR PERSECUTED FAMILY
Go online for more stories of courage like Pastor Jin’s
– or sign up for monthly emails and let the stories
come to you! You can also help grow the faith of your
church by ordering the 2019 World Watch List Church
Pack: go to www.opendoorsuk.org/resources today!
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AT THE HEART
OF DEVASTATION
THERE’S A HEART
OF COURAGE
Open Doors partner Pastor Abdalla
has courageously stayed, right at
the heart of his community, to help
rebuild lives and give hope.
Despite the threat of persecution, his
vision is to see the church in Syria not just
survive, but thrive.
Across Syria, local churches like Abdalla’s
are becoming centres of hope, providing
medical care, food and now training and
business loans to help people get back on
their feet. But their work cannot continue
without your long-term support.
“We need people to stand with us,” says
Pastor Abdalla. “We don’t have enough
resources to meet the needs.”

Every £24 could provide medical care for
a believer in Syria.
Every £35 could provide a supplementary
food pack for a vulnerable family in Syria
that will enable them to survive for a month.
A gift of £65 could go towards providing
training and a loan to enable a woman to
open a small business so she can support
her family and community.*
To give a lasting gift of hope, please use
the response form, phone 01993 460015
or visit www.opendoorsuk.org
Thank you.
*The total cost of this training and a loan is
£452 per woman

HOPE FOR THE MIDDLE EAST

